Faith Gym Term 3, 2020

Helping People Feel More than Welcome
2. More than welcome to join us in our life with Jesus
Genesis 18:1-10. Abraham receives three visitors
What would our hospitality be like if we want people to experience Jesus while they are with us?
How might that be different from what people experience at a “club”?
What do visitors experience when they enter our campus and attend any of our activities?

Handout: 6. When the First Impression Forms a Lasting Relationship
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Work through the worksheet individually.
In your groups, total the scores for each item.
Which rated highest/lowest?
Discuss your findings.
Select one that you would most like to improve – and how you could go about it.

What comes first: belonging or believing?
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net
into the lake, for they were fishermen.
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.”
At once they left their nets and followed him.
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat,
preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the
boat with the hired men and followed him. (Mark 1:16-20 NIV)
“Follow me” was Jesus’ invitation. “I’m inviting you to come and do life together with me.”
What is on Jesus’ heart when he issues that invitation?
• For the disciples themselves
• For the mission of kingdom of God
How did three years of doing life with Jesus impact his first disciples?
When did they start believing? And how was that shaped over time?
How has Jesus’ invitation impacted and shaped you?
Not everyone accepted Jesus’ invite. He always gave them freedom to say “No!” After the
feeding of the 5000, and Jesus talking about eating his body and drinking his blood, we read:
From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We
have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” (John 6:66-69 NIV)
Why is this important to remember in our Good Shepherd community?
When we make people feel more than welcome, the impression we hope and pray they will
receive: “We’re inviting you to come and share in our common life together as we follow
Jesus…so that by the Holy Spirit you will come to trust and follow him too!”

Handout: 16. A New Member’s Story

It’s hard to develop a sense of belonging if you don’t know many people, or are not invited to
share in the activities of the community… or into the lives of people of that community.
What are some ways we could help guests or “seekers” to feel a deeper sense of belonging?

Loving people by calling them by name

Can you think of some examples in the Bible when God calls people by name?
What difference does it make to you when others warmly greet and call you by name?
Our parents named us. While some people change their names, or adopt nicknames, most of
us keep our names for a lifetime. You've been hearing your name since you were born. You
never get sick of people greeting you warmly by name. Dale Carnegie: A person's name is to
him/her the sweetest and most important sound in the English language. 1
Friends, it doesn’t matter what you've been up to, or how messed up you are, Jesus knows
you by name. He knows everything about you, and calls you by name to be HIS friend. By his
cross, he has made that possible forever. In Jesus, the God who created you calls you by
name, invites you to do life with him, and have life to the full! He is thrilled when people accept
his invitation!
Greeting people by name is a great leaf to take out of Jesus' book! When your name is spoken
by another with warmth and fondness, it puts wind in your sails, courage into you heart, and
affirmation into your spirit.

10 Tips for remembering people's names
1. Give the other person your focussed attention. Instead of thinking of the next thing to say (often because we
want to make a good impression), listen carefully to the other person's name.
2. If you didn’t hear it properly, "Sorry, I didn’t get your name clearly."
3. Repeat the person's name as soon as you have heard it. "That's Jack -is it?" Or: "Please to meet you Jack."
4. If it's appropriate (ie not for "Tom"), ask: "How is that spelt?" This helps visualise the name in your mind.
5. Repeat the name several times in your conversation with that person. This not only endears you to the other
person, but helps you learn that person's name through your ear.
6. Write down the person's name as soon as practically possible - & recall several times over the next few days.
7. Family connections help us to remember names; eg couples (Jack and Jill Smith), whole families (Jack and
Jill Smith, and their children: James, Jeremy, and Julie); or whole names (Jack Andrew Smith, Jill Agnes
Smith).
8. Make it your goal to greet every person you've ever met by name. This goal will help you keep working at it.
9. If you forget a person's name, "Terribly sorry, but for the life of me I can’t remember your name." Or: "Sorry,
I'm having a senior moment. Can you please remind me of your name?"
10. Since God knows and remembers our names, we do well to reflect this value in all our relationships.
Maybe some of you remember the TV show: Cheers. It was a bar full of interesting characters.
Does anyone recall the jingle? "Cheers - the place where everyone knows your name."
Maybe that could be our slogan: "Good Shepherd - the place where everyone knows your
name!" Would that be amazing?!

1

Source: Dale Carnegie, How to Win Friends & Influence People, (Sydney-London; Angus & Robertson, 1950), p.78.

