
Faith Gym Term 3, 2020    

Helping People Feel More than Welcome 
 

1. As a person who matters to God AND to us 
 

Jesus as host and guest…  The Story of Zacchaeus - Luke 19:1-10   
 

The power of hospitality to transform us… 
 

Handout: 3. Learnings from a Dinner Party  
 

Discoveries about hospitality in the Good Book1 
1. Form small groups of 3-4 people. 
2. Assign sections below to each group.  
3. Each participant to read silently and write a summary of what it has to teach about hospitality.   
4. Then discuss and share thoughts in each group.   
5. As a group, write a definition of Christian hospitality (see over the page).  
6. Sharing with the whole group. 

 
Section A 
Leviticus 19:33-34 (NLT)  
“Do not take advantage of foreigners who live among you in your land. Treat them like native-born 
Israelites, and love them as you love yourself. Remember that you were once foreigners living in the land 
of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.” 
 
 
Psalm 23:1-6 (NIV)  
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing.  
He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters,  
   he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.  
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  
Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,  
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
 
Matthew 11:28 (NIV)  
Jesus: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
 
 
Section B 
Matthew 25:35, 40 (NIV)  
Jesus: “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in….    Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  
 
 
John 14:2 (NIV)  
Jesus: “My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you?” 
 
 
John 14:23 (NIV)  
Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come 
to them and make our home with them. 
 
 

                                                           
1 Adapted from: “Discoveries about Hospitality from Good Authority”, in: Gerald Hoffman, How Your Congregation Can Become a More 
Hospitable Community, (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1990), 27-28. 



Section C 
Romans 15:7 (NIV)  
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 
 
 
Hebrews 13:2 (NIV)  
Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it.  (This refers to the three strangers who visited Abraham announcing that he and Sarah would 
have a son - Genesis 18:1-15) 
 
 
Revelation 3:20 (NIV)  
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in 
and eat with that person, and they with me.  
 
 

Group definition of Christian hospitality:  
 
 

What IS hospitality?   
 

Google Dictionary:  

Hospitality  - the friendly and generous reception and entertainment of guests, visitors, or strangers.                               
 

Similar: friendliness, welcome, warm, reception, helpfulness, neighbourliness, warmth, warm-heartedness, kindness, 
kind-heartedness, congeniality, sociability, cordiality, amicability, amenability, generosity, liberality, bountifulness, 
open-handedness. 
 

Hospitality is the relationship between a guest and a host, wherein the host receives the guest with goodwill, 
including the reception and entertainment of guests, visitors, or strangers.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hospitality  
 

Accepting and respecting people as they are; ensuring they feel safe, valued, included; and inviting them to 
participate in the activities – yet also giving them freedom not to.  (Rolly Stahl) 
 

Putting ourselves in the shoes of a first time visitor 
When you’ve been involved in a local church for a while, most things are familiar.   
Even if it’s not, you know who to ask if you want to know something. 
 

Imagine what it’s like to visit a church you’ve never been to before, where you don’t know 
anyone or how things are done.    
 

Handout: 5. A Visitor Can Feel Like a Fish out of Water 
 

Why do people visit a local church?   Why might visitors come again? Not come again?  
 

What would our hospitality be like if we want people to experience Jesus while they are with us?   
 

How might that be different from what people experience at a “club”? 
 
 

What does the stranger encounter in us? And what do we encounter in the stranger? 
 

“Hospitality is the recognition that God comes to us through strangers - and that by receiving 
another we open ourselves to the expanding message of an incarnate God.”2  
 

“Hospitality is the very nature of God. To be the body of Christ is to reflect an openness to 
receive others.  We serve as Christ’s hosts. Our status is a gift from a gracious God and is to be 
reflected in our lives… To serve as a gracious host means 1) to offer an inviting welcome, 2) to 
convey an accepting attitude, 3) to act as a gracious recipient, 4) to engage in a growing 
partnership, and 5) to risk vulnerability.”3 

                                                           
2 Hoffman, How Your Congregation, 8. A classic story and movie of how a stranger enriched lives is Babette’s Feast. 
3 Ibid, 10. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hospitality

