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What is the Kingdom like?   Mark 4:26-34 
 

“Tell me a story” 
When someone excitedly says: “Let me tell you a story…” how do we normally respond? 
We pay attention.  We want to know why the other person is so excited.    
 

Our love of stories starts young.  Have you ever heard these words: “Mummy/Daddy, can we 
have one more story before I go to bed?”  
 

Why do people of all generations like stories? Because we are curious.  Stories draw you in.  
As you imagine or observe the characters, and the tensions between them, you start 
wondering how things will work out.  Unwittingly, we often find ourselves identifying with one 
of the characters (perhaps the leading man or woman); and loathing the villains!   
 

From ancient times till today, stories have been valued – not just for entertainment, but to 
impart wisdom for everyday life.  For example: 
 

• In the story of the hare and the tortoise, what’s the main point?  How we start out does 
not indicate how well we will finish.  Slow and steady wins the race. 

• What about the three little pigs?  If we slap something together in a hurry with shoddy 
materials it won’t last.  If you take the time and care to build something properly, it will 
bless you and others for a long time.     

• In the story of the little red hen, what’s the main point?  If you share in the work, you 
will get to share in the benefits. 

    
Stories give us something to consider, reflect on, and discuss with others.   
When it comes to the stories Jesus’ told, we do well to ponder:   
 

• What is the main point of the story?   

• What did this story mean for those who first heard it?   

• What might this story mean for us?   

• If we take this story on board, what needs to change in our lives?   
 

And here’s the thing: as we wrestle with the story, it wrestles with us.   
Stories have the capacity to shape and transform us – for better or for worse!    
 

Jesus was a master story teller  
Jesus uses illustrations from everyday life to explain how things are in the kingdom of God.  
So what is the kingdom of God?  It is the reign of God over his people. “When Jesus spoke 
of the kingdom he was speaking about God ruling over people’s lives.”1  
 
Jesus ushers in the kingdom of God. In Jesus, we get to see what it looks like when God is 
ruling here on earth – just as he does in heaven.  Jesus wants all people to come into his 
kingdom – so they can do life with him; and join in God’s restoration story for his world.   
 

How is our listening?  
In Mark chapter 4, Jesus tells a bunch of stories – or parables – about the kingdom of God. 
As he begins the first one, Jesus says: “Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed…” (Mk 
4:3)  And when Jesus finishes that story, he declares: “Whoever has ears to hear, let them 
hear.” (Mk 4:9 NIV) 
 
How we listen to Jesus determines how we respond to Jesus.   
In the light of Jesus’ parables, some people are like moths and others are like bats! 

 
1 Simon Holley, Sustainable Power – Creating a Healthy Culture of the Supernatural in the Church Today, (Authentic Media Limited, 
2013), 163. 



Moths are attracted to the light. Like moths, followers of Jesus keep pressing in and asking 
questions. As Mark tells us:  When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him 
asked him about the parables. He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has 
been given to you…” (Mark 4:10-11 NIV) By pressing in to Jesus, we get to receive more 
insight and revelation of how things are in the kingdom of God. 
 

Other people are like bats. They retreat from the light. Jesus’ parables seem ridiculous to 
them. Rick Strelan comments: “In Mark’s view everything that Jesus says and does is a 
parable, a mystery to those outside.  This is exactly what he says: … for those outside 
everything is in parables. …When revelation is not received by people, it remains a riddle to 
them.  It is like seed which falls onto hard and rocky ground and does not bear fruit.”2   
 

Because such people are unwilling to consider God’s invitation into better things, or change 
anything in their lives, they walk away from Jesus – and miss out on the forgiveness and new 
life of his kingdom.3   
 

So let’s unpack two of Jesus’ parables from today’s Bible reading in Mark 4: 
 

Jesus’ parable of the growing seed 
If a farmer planted a small pebble would that grow?  No!  No amount of sunshine, watering or 
fertilizer will cause a pebble to grow. Why? Because it’s a dead pebble!  There is no life in it!   
 

That’s why a farmer plants seed in the ground: perhaps barley, wheat or oats. But he cannot 
make it grow.  All by itself the soil produces grain — first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full kernel in the head.  (Mark 4:28 NIV)  As the seed rests in the soil, there is hidden 
potential for life and growth and fruit bearing; yet the life and growth always comes from God!     
 

Likewise, we don’t make the kingdom of God come. In God’s kingdom, spiritual life and 
fruitfulness are bound up in the mysterious power of the seed itself: the good news of Jesus. 
We cannot make people receive Jesus, grow in Jesus, or bear the fruit of Jesus’ character in 
their lives.  All by itself, the good news of Jesus has the power of the Holy Spirit to bring new 
life into a person’s heart, and transformation into their lives.  
 

At some point in your life, someone introduced you to Jesus. They sowed seed into your 
heart.  But the Holy Spirit opened your heart to believe in Jesus, grow in Jesus, follow Jesus, 
and serve Jesus.  So your story is now and forever part of HIS story!  
 

Jesus says: “As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest 
has come.”4 God will gather his faithful and fruitful people into his “barn”.  Because of Jesus’ 
death, we are forgiven and reconciled to God – forever.  And because of Jesus’ resurrection 
from the dead, we share in an eternity of life in the kingdom of God.   
 

Application: 
In the Lord’s Prayer, when we pray: “Your kingdom come…” we acknowledge that God grows 
his kingdom; and we pray that his kingdom would be more realised in us; and come to others 
through us.  But we cannot make it happen!   
 
How many of us are concerned for loved ones who haven’t yet come to faith in Jesus; or have 
walked away from him?  As “sowers”, we continue to listen to them, love them, pray for them, 
encourage them, and share the difference Jesus makes in our lives.  But we cannot make 
them receive Jesus.  That’s the Holy Spirit’s work - in God’s good timing!   So keep praying 
and hoping and waiting…  

 
2 Rick Strelan, Crossing the Boundaries – A Commentary on Mark, (Lutheran Publishing House, 1991), 80. 
3 Jesus puts it like this: ‘But to those on the outside everything is said in parables  so that, “ ‘they may be ever seeing but never 
perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’” (Mark 4:11b-12 NIV) 
4 This imagery is from the prophet Joel:  Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. (Joel 3:13a NIV).  The context in Joel refers to God’s 
judgment on the wicked. However, in this case Jesus seems to refer to the ingathering of God’s people into the kingdom of God in its 
eternal glory.   



Jesus’ parable of the mustard seed 
The mustard seed is a small round seed – just 1-2 mm in diameter.  In Palestine, a grain of 
mustard seed was regarded tiny, weak, insignificant.  Yet this tiny seed can grow into a large 
bush, where birds can rest and shelter.   
 
In the Hebrew Scriptures, one way of describing a great empire was to describe it as a tree – 
and the various nations of the empire as birds finding shelter in its branches.5  
 
In this parable, Jesus tells us that from little things, big things can grow.   
 
The kingdom of God started small: just Jesus and 12 disciples. During Jesus’ ministry, he 
sent out the Twelve; and later 72 (Luke 9:1, 10:1).  On Good Friday, Jesus was crucified dead 
and buried. It seemed as if the kingdom of God Jesus had been talking about was a total 
failure.  “But it is this cross that produces much fruit, gives light, brings judgment, and 
provides rest and a nesting place for those outside.”(Strelan, 81) 
 
 After Jesus ascended into heaven, the number of believers was around 120 (Acts 1:15).  But 
at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled the disciples with boldness and power to proclaim the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. On that day, 3000 were added to their number. From there the 
Good News of Jesus has spread throughout the world.   
 
Now around 2 billion people confess Jesus as Lord – and there is room for more!   
No matter what cultural backgrounds people come from or their social standing; 
   no matter what age or season of life people are in.   
   no matter what fears people have or burdens they carry.  
   no matter what record of past failures or how bent out of shape people are.  
EVERYONE can find refuge in the kingdom of God. 
 
Truth is:  

• God loves ALL people of this world.  

• Jesus is the Lamb of God who has taken away the sins of the world!   

• The cross and resurrection of Jesus has opened up the way for ALL people to come 
into the kingdom of God – and have life with God and his people forever.   

 
Wherever the good news of Jesus is lived out and shared with others, God’s kingdom 
advances – and people find refuge in the Father’s arms and family.   
 
In Revelation, we get a snapshot of what the kingdom of God will be like in all its glory:  
 

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm 
branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs 
to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” (Revelation 7:9-10 NIV)   
 
 

 
5 Ezekiel 17:22ff, 31:1ff, Daniel 4:10,21.   


