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5. Once was blind     Mark 10:46-52 
 

The precious gift of sight 
A few years ago there was a TV ad where people were asked: 
“If you were offered $250,000 to give up one of your eyes, would you agree to that?”  
 

Everyone said an emphatic “No!”  
Why? Because an eye is irreplaceable; the gift of sight is something that money cannot buy.   
 

Sadly, as we get older, most people find that their sight diminishes.   
Hands up if you need glasses to help you read; or to see things clearly in the distance.   
 

With glasses, we can still function pretty well – until something more serious happens, like 
macular degeneration, cataracts, glaucoma, a stroke or serious accident. 
 

Most of us take the gift of sight for granted.  Just think for a moment:  
 

How would your everyday life be different if you became blind? 
Everything would be harder – and some things impossible. Eg Mobility and going places.  
Everyday tasks like getting dressed, taking a shower, cooking, eating, cleaning. Reading, 
writing, using a PC, playing cards, doing jigsaw puzzles.  Hobbies, sport, fixing things, making 
things.  Enjoying a sunset, taking in a view from the mountains, looking up at the stars, or 
contemplating the vastness of the ocean.   
 

Jesus and Bartimaeus  
Around 2000 years ago, a blind man named Bartimaeus was begging from passers-by on the 
outskirts of Jericho.  We don’t know the cause of his blindness.     
 

In this culture, many assumed that blindness, disease, or disability was due to a person’s sin - 
or the sin of their parents (John 9:1-3, Luke 13:2). Jesus rejects this type of thinking.   
 

Many pilgrims from Galilee were on their way to Jerusalem for Passover – including Jesus and 
his disciples, accompanied by a large crowd.  According to William Barclay, when a 
distinguished Rabbi or teacher was on such a journey, it was the custom for people, disciples 
and learners to gather around and listen to him as he taught along the way.1  
 

Jericho was the last stopover before a solid day’s trek up to Jerusalem. The distance between 
cities is about 25km. Yet the climb is over a thousand metres. In elevation, Jericho is about 250 
metres below sea level, and Jerusalem is about 780 metres above sea level. 2 
 

It was not unusual for beggars to line the roads seeking charity. As an act of Jewish piety, many 
pilgrims would give money or food to beggars.  
 

How do you think Bart’s dignity and self-worth may have been affected by having to beg for a 
living?   
 

As a crowd approached, it seems that Bart heard a commotion and asked one of the passers-by 
about the cause.  Someone must have told him: “We’re a bunch of people from Galilee 
travelling with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
 

When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” (Mark 10:47 NIV) 
 

I wonder what Bart had heard about Jesus.  Earlier in Mark, we find Jesus’ reputation had 
spread far and wide:  When they heard about all he was doing, many people came to him 
from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, and the regions across the Jordan and around Tyre and 
Sidon.  (Mark 3:8 NIV)   
 

                                                           
1 William Barclay, The Gospel of Mark, (Edinburgh, The Saint Andrew Press, 1961), 270. 
2 Mt Lofty is 727m above sea level.  



People heard that Jesus had authority to heal diseases, cast out demons, feed thousands and 
give sight to the blind (Mk 8:22-26). So they flocked to him from everywhere!  
 
What title does Bart give Jesus?  “Son of ..…David!”   
What’s the significance? Son of David is a messianic title.3  Ever since God promised King 
David that one of his descendants would establish a kingdom that would last forever, the Jewish 
nation waited and watched with longing.4  
The irony is that when he turned up, the leaders of the nation rejected him.   
 
A few days later on Palm Sunday, the crowd embrace Jesus as a military hero – like King David 
of old:  
    “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
    “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 
    “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  (Mark 11:9-10 NIV)  
What are they expecting of Jesus? To free them from Roman rule.  
 
In our story, the blind son of Timaeus calls out to the Son of David - who is also the Son of God!  
 
Perhaps Bart realises that the rumours he’s heard about Jesus are fulfilment of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. Eg:    
 

Psalm 146:8 (NIV)  
the LORD gives sight to the blind,  
 

Isaiah 29:18 (NIV)   
In that day the deaf will hear the words of the scroll,  
and out of gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.  
 

Isaiah 35:5 (NIV)  
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  
 

Isaiah 42:1,7 (NIV see also Isaiah 61:1-2)  
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,  
my chosen one in whom I delight;  
I will put my Spirit on him…  
to open eyes that are blind,  
to free captives from prison  
and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.  

 
Here’s the irony.  Bartimaeus is physically blind. But he “sees” that Jesus, Son of David, is the 
Promised Messiah.  Bart is not after political freedom, but freedom from his darkness. 
So he shouts for all he is worth: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
 
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” (Mark 10:48 NIV) 
 

I wonder:  Why does the crowd try to shut Bart down?  First he is regarded as “unclean” in their 
view, and should remain silent in the presence of Jesus.  To those listening to Jesus’ teaching, 
the uproar was offensive.5  So they try to silence him.  
 
After being told to shut up, why does Bart shout all the more? 
 

Bart knows that Jesus, Son of David, can heal him.  He has nothing to lose!  He doesn’t care 
what others think.  He’s not going to die wondering about a missed opportunity to be healed!  
 

                                                           
3 Mark 12:35 (NIV): While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, “Why do the teachers of the law say that the Messiah is the 
son of David?” This is the only place in Mark where another person calls Jesus by this title. 
4
 See also: 2 Samuel 7:11b-16, Isaiah 11:1-3, Jeremiah 23:5-6, Ezekiel 34:23-24. 

5 Barclay, The Gospel of Mark, 271.  



Jesus responds to Bart’s cries 
The crowd try to hush Bart up. Yet Jesus’ response is different:  
 

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your 
feet! He’s calling you.” (Mark 10:49 NIV) 
 

Jesus hears Bart’s plea for mercy, stops, and tells the crowd to call him over.  Jesus makes time 
for a despised blind beggar.  In Luke 19, we find Jesus also gave time and attention to a 
despised and hated tax collector in Jericho name Zacchaeus.  
 

Those who are broken, or despised, or bypassed are important to Jesus.  Perhaps Jesus is 
helping those around him to “see” that a blind beggar crying out at the top of his voice is just as 
important to him as anyone else…   Since they matter to him, they must also matter to us. 
 

With hopeful expectation, Bart throws off his cloak, jumps to his feet, and approaches Jesus. 
 

Now Jesus doesn’t impose himself, but asks: “What do you want me to do for you?”  
Jesus allows Bart to express his specific need:  “Rabbi, I want to see.” (Mark 10:51 NIV) 
 

Jesus grants his request: “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he 
received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. (Mark 10:52 NIV) 
 

Having received his sight, Bart followed Jesus.  He didn’t go his own way once his need was 
met. In gratitude, he follows Jesus.   
 

Earlier in Mark 10, a wealthy young ruler refused to give away his wealth and follow Jesus. 
Here, Bart, who has no wealth, but now has the gift of sight, follows Jesus. 
 

Rick Strelan: ‘To follow is the action of the disciple. The disciple is one who follows Jesus. 
Significantly, he follows Jesus on the way – the way to Jerusalem, to the cross, and, through the 
cross, to Easter. It is clear that this story asks the reader to see, and in seeing to follow. 6  
 
In Jesus, broken people find acceptance, healing and hope…and are drawn into doing life with 
him.    
 

Reflection 
Do you ever reflect on what path you would be on if you had never encountered Jesus? 
Like the crowd tagging along with Jesus, we can be blind to God, blind to human need, and 
even blind to our own need of a Saviour.  And yet, at some point Jesus has crossed our path, 
made himself known to us, and invited us to follow him.  
 

How did you come to know Jesus?  What events or people did the Holy Spirit use to open your 
eyes to “see” Jesus is the Son of God, and to surrender to him as your Messiah-King?   
 

How has life been different since following him?  
 

These stories are worth sharing.  Because they echo the profound and positive difference that 
Jesus makes. No one is lost if they are following Jesus. 
 

John Newton was once a slave trader.  After his conversion he became a pastor and preacher. 
He also wrote a song that has resonated with millions of people since:  
 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
(c.1520) 

 

                                                           
6 Rick Strelan, Crossing the Boundaries – A Commentary on Mark, (Lutheran Publishing House, 1991), 155. 


