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The power and effect of repentance

By Paul Fielke

When people hear the word repentance, they often think of guilt, shame, or
punishment. But from a Lutheran perspective, repentance is a gift of God's grace
and has two parts.

First, the Holy Spirit shows us our sin through God's Law, and we honestly
acknowledge that we have fallen short and cannot save ourselves. This sorrow
over sin is not meant to crush us but to bring us to Jesus. And the second part is
even more powerful. We hear God's promise that because of Jesus' death and
resurrection, we are completely forgiven. Repentance is not about earning God's
favour; it is about receiving the forgiveness He freely gives.

\UNFORGIVEN

Repentance takes us from guilt to grace, from fear to peace, from death to life. Every time we confess our
sins, God meets us with open arms, declaring, "Your sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake." Then, as forgiven
people, we are free to begin each day living in response to the love He has already shown to us in Christ.

Bible Reading: Luke 19: 1-10 (NLT)

Prayer

Please forward all prayer requests to the church office via
churchenquiries@paravista.org.au_or phone 8263 5087

Knowing Rediscovered
Beginning 3™ August, members of our community will be meeting as small groups in

private homes or at the church, to watch a Jamie and Donna Winship video and discuss
prepared questions.

Over the next six Sundays, Pastor Michael's messages will explore each of the six topics, providing
an overview and summary for anyone who has missed a study session, or unable to attend one.

If you would still like to join us on a Wednesday evening or Friday morning session here at the church, please
contact Pastor Michael or the church office.

For groups meeting in the church, it starts Wednesday 5" August, finishes 9" September and is being
repeated on Friday mornings.

Aug 5", 12th, 19, 26t 2" Sept, 9" Sept (Wednesday) Knowing Rediscovered study 7-9pm

Aug 7t 14", 21st, 28 4th Sept, 11" Sept (Friday) Knowing Rediscovered study 9.30 — 11.30am
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August

Aug 4™ (Tuesday) Ladies Fellowship

Aug 5" (Wednesday) Knowing Rediscovered Study 7-9pm

Aug 6",13",20" (Thursday) THR Prayer Ministry training sessions

Aug 7" (Friday) Knowing Rediscovered Study 9.30-117.30am
Aug 9" (Sunday) Wild Goose worship for kids

August 71, 141 21t & 28" Step Up to First Communion 6.30pm (Friday)
August 15" (Saturday) Trivia Night 7pm

August 20" (Thursday) Metro North Zone Fellowship Day

August 23 (Sunday) Kaps 4pm — 6pm

August 30" (Sunday) Prayer at the school 9am

& Combined service at 10am with Step Up

Weekly Connection

* Mondays: Meet ‘n’ Eat (6:15pm-7.30pm) & Prayer Meeting (7:30pm-9:00pm) (excluding public holidays)
* Wednesdays: Wednesday Worship (8:50am-9.30am)
* Thursdays: Social Club (1:00pm-3.15pm)
* Fridays: Craft Group (9:30am-11:00am)

Food Collection Thankyou

Thank you for your continued support of our Community Collections last Sunday.

Donations were sorted into bags of like products. On Tuesday Lutheran Care
BRIDGE collected thirty-two bags crammed full. These will be distributed to families and
BUILDERS individuals who at this time in their life need support

Ladies Fellowship

The next meeting of Ladies Fellowship is on Tuesday 4th August at 1pm

We have a special guest speaker, Margaret Mickan OAM, who will talk about her services with Indigenous
people of the Northern Territory and the Kimberley translating the Bible into Kriol.

There will be a trading table and the hostesses are Margaret Dohnt and e
Janice Lane. Send apologies to Merilyn Taylor or Di Schlenk. ‘J,Q((e{l(;g g
A reminder that the Metro North Zone Fellowship Day is coming up on : ’Q'EU@WS’]Z%;/» By

20th August at St Peter’s Lutheran Elizabeth. The time is 9.15am for a
9.30am start, BYO cup and a new pair of men’s socks for Lutheran Care has been requested.

Trivia Night

Ineluding a wine & silent auction % Tickets for the Trivia Night will be available at both services.

EFTPOS available

The Try booking link will also be open from this weekend

School Snippets

Yesterday our Year 4-6 students gathered with other Connected Schools at Endeavour for our annual
Worship service. The theme was ‘Building with God'. Selected students from our Connected schools helped
to lead the service in various ways. You might like to ask some of our young people from the congregation
(who attended) for more details. We also celebrated out Wonderful OSHC educators this week. They provide
an amazing service to our community... providing fun and creative programs in term time and school holidays
as they wear all the hats that comes with caring for children.




Wednesday Worship

On Wednesday we continued to unpack our theme of Spiritual Armour. Eve Ormsby shared an engaging
message about the ‘Breastplate of Righteousness’. Next week we look forward to a message from Mrs Wain
as she talks about the ‘Shoes of the Gospel of Peace’.

You are always welcome join us on Wednesday mornings for Worship at 8:50am. This is a great opportunity
to get to know more people in our Good Shepherd family. Hope to see you soon!

God bless your week,

Georgie

Blueprint Ministries Silent Auction

For the first time ever, Blueprint Ministries is launching an Online Auction alongside the &)
Dinner's Silent Auction. This means everyone can get involved, even if they missed out on %If«;am{/{{l
a ticket or can't attend on the night. With 12 fantastic auction items up for grabs, every bid | ©nline Auction

29 July - 5 August 2026

helps support the life-changing work of Blueprint Ministries.

Online Auction

Closes: 12pm, Wednesday 5th August

Browse and bid: https://aus.qgivergy.com/blueprintdinner or via
www.blueprintministries.org.au/blueprintdinner

Support the Ministry of Nanga Mai

Nanga Mai Ministry exists to bring hope, encouragement, and practical support to
women impacted by incarceration. Through our Cards of Hope, care packs, mentoring,
and post-release support, we remind women that they are valued, loved, and never
beyond hope.

Stay connected by joining our mailing list to receive ministry updates, stories, prayer
requests, and opportunities to get involved.

Join our mailing list:https://www.nangamaiministry.org.au/contact.html
Thank you for partnering with us as we share hope, restore dignity, and remind women that with God, a new
beginning is always possible.

W@ Join Us for Nanga Mai’s Cards of Hope Fundraiser @
A card may seem small, but for a woman in prison it can be a powerful reminder that she is seen, valued
and not forgotten.

Together we’'ll create beautiful handmade cards that will be sent to women in prison, offering hope,
encouragement and kindness.

Saturday, 14th November

Whether you're creative or have never made a card before, everyone E NANGA MA'S v
is welcome. Bring a friend, family member, work team or church group ca,m{g a& Hop@
and enjoy a meaningful afternoon while helping make a difference. FUNDRAISER
Every ticket sold helps support Nanga Mai’s ongoing work with women Crestinghandrmdo card
impacted by incarceration, including Cards of Hope, Blessing Bags,
practical support on release and other programs that help women sarumoar
rebuild their lives with hope and dignity.

Book your tickets here:https://events.humanitix.com/cards-of-
hope-nangamai

BOOK YOUR TICKETS HERE:
events.humanitix.com/
cards-of-hope-nangamai

Together, we can remind every woman that hope is never out of
reach.
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GOLDEN GROVE PONG 2026

Friday August 14, 9:30am -
urday August 15, 9:30am

Women'’s Retreat — Captivating
20" — 23 August at Yankalilla

Captivating is for women seeking healing, clarity, and deeper intimacy with God. A weekend to uncover your
true beauty, hear God’s voice, and experience deep healing in your heart as His beloved daughter. Inspired
by Stasi & John Eldredge’s Captivating, this life-changing retreat invites you to rediscover the strength, and
purpose God has placed within you. Through inspiring sessions, reflection, films, and rest, experience
renewal, healing, and a deeper connection with God. Places are limited. Early Bird pricing ends 315t July.

Men’s Retreat — Wild at Heart
27" — 30™ August at Yankalilla

This event is for men who are ready to dig deep and discover who they truly are as sons of God. It is a
transformative weekend inspired by John Eldredge's Wild at Heart. Explore your identity, deepen your
relationship with God, and embrace His calling for your life through teaching, reflection, and adventure.
Recharge, reconnect, and discover the courage to live authentically. Places are limited. Early Bird pricing
ends 31t July.

For further information or to register for either retreat, visit www.lifeministry.com.au and go to ‘Life Events’.

Together in Christ ==
The Together in Christ LCA conference has been rescheduled to ‘d: Together in Choist
Saturday 14" November, here at Good Shepherd. i T e

Join members from across the SA-NT District for a day of worship, SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2020
encouragement, and practical inspiration for mission. vepsblosiclomperibicibion ot
Gather-go-grow, learn, be equipped, and be inspired to share the o ———

Gospel in your community. Cost is $30. Registrations open D - AL

Tuesday 28" July.

Child Safe Standard 1.4
LCA/NZ PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

bt Child safety is embedded in the culture, leadership, and
governance of our congregation. Our congregation prioritises the
safety and wellbeing of children and demonstrates this through all
levels of its leadership. Our Child Safe Coordinators are Stephen
and Tina. If you think a child is at risk of harm, call 000 if it is an
emergency, or speak to our co-ordinators.

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE

If you think a child is at risk of harm ...

* In an emergency, call 000.

* If it is not an emergency, notify our Child
Safe Coordinators — Stephen Zanker or
Tina Pfeiffer (through the church office).

We’d Love to Connect with You!

Connect Cards are available as you arrive at our Sunday services. Feel free to
complete one using the pencils provided in holders attached to the side of chairs in
the worship centre and pop it into the offering box on your way out.

Use a card to share comments, request prayer, join a group, pastoral care or get in
touch with our team.
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Booking Board for 2026

Missed a Sunday? Listen to our weekly podcasts at www.paravista.org.au

Have a Notice to Share?

Planning an event or ministry? Our Booking Board is open, and we invite you to contact the
church office on 8263 5087 or email churchenquiries@paravista.org.au to reserve the
complex. Early bookings are appreciated to help secure your preferred dates.

Please email your Weekly News notices to churchenquiries@paravista.org.au by Wednesday

or email the church office.

Café Time

Tea and coffee are available after Sunday services, and everyone is warmly invited to
stay, enjoy a drink, and fellowship together.

HELLO Order Your Name Badge
S o5 If you need a replacement name badge, they are available for $14.

Please get in touch with the church office via 8263 5087 or
churchenquiries@paravista.org.au

Photography & Video Permission

We kindly ask all members and visitors to please ask permission before taking photos at church
events or sharing them on social media. This helps respect the privacy of children and adults and
ensures everyone feels safe, respected, and comfortable in our church community. Thank you
for supporting a Child Safe and welcoming environment.

Safe Church

evening. If you need to contact us outside office hours, please leave a message on 8263 5087

ASK PERMISSION

In observing Christ’'s command to love one another, we are to treat each
FOR T other with respect and dignity. In honouring people, we are also fulfilling our
responsibility under the law of the land. The LCA and Good Shepherd Para

5 ‘a Vista is committed to ensure the church is a safe place. If anyone feels they
m have been subjected to sexual abuse or harassment in any form by anyone
who holds a position of trust in the church, please contact:
U\ME P: 1800 644 628 E: report.abuse@safeplace.lca.org.au

lo deek

Regular Electronic Giving (REG): BSB 704 942 Acc. 100 354 939

b‘t . Church Office Hours: Tues-Fri 9am-3pm
m me w ' (closed 12:30pm-1:30pm for lunch).

Church Website: www.paravista.org.au

Email: churchenquiries@paravista.org.au

Phone: 8263 5087

388 Montague Rd Para Vista 5093
PO Box 306 Modbury North SA 5092
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