
 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday Worship Service  
      8.45 and 10.30am  

   18 September 2026 

Esther: The rise and rise of an orphan (Part 4) 

                              By Paul Newsham 
God has prepared each of us for His purpose. Even when we cannot see Him at 
work, He is still moving on our behalf. As we continue to walk with Him and trust 
His leading, He will ultimately bring about the victory He has prepared for us. 

In the story of Esther, God’s wisdom provided a way through what seemed like an 
impossible situation. When we face circumstances that feel beyond our ability to 
overcome, we can turn to God and seek His wisdom. He is faithful to guide us, 
make a way where there seems to be none, and bring about His purposes in His 
perfect time. 

Bible Reading: Romans 8:26-28 (NLT) 

Prayer  

Please forward all prayer requests to the church office via 
churchenquiries@paravista.org.au or phone 8263 5087 
 

School Snippets 

This week I had the pleasure of visiting with the Year One and Two students. They asked a great question... 
How does our church serve people in our (local) community? I was able share a few examples including the 
‘Meet ‘n’ Eat’ / ‘Feed my People’ ministry, the donations gathered by the Bridge Builders team being shared 
with the school across the road, Meet ‘n’ Eat and Lutheran Care, Nanga Mai’s card and donation ministry to 
the women in prison, as well as the craft group’s knitting/ crocheting gifts shared with Meet ‘n’ Eat, Uniting 
Care and Hope Valley Retirement Homes. They came up with curious wonderings and questions... What 
about the men in prison... do we help them? Can you send bibles to the women? We also talked about some 
of the incidental ways we serve people in our community. The students are currently working on their own 
service idea...  

‘As part of our Christian Studies unit on Love and Service, students have been exploring how they can use 
their unique gifts and talents to help others at home, at school, and within the wider community. 
To conclude this unit of learning, students and families are invited to participate in the Backpacks 4 Kids 
program. Backpacks 4 Kids is a local organisation that supports children and young people experiencing 
periods of displacement by providing essential resources that contribute to their care, safety, and wellbeing.’ 
 

Worship Invitation 

This week in Worship we heard from one of our past Good Shepherd students who is currently in Year 8. 
She spoke of her connection with God. I encourage you to have a look at this week’s devotion for a reflection 
of what was shared. Please note that next week we will be closing the term with Worship on Friday 25th 
September instead of Wednesday. Please come along and join us. Worship begins at 8:50am. Stay for a 
coffee afterwards... and if you like, you can continue the morning with the craft group! 

Georgie 

We’d Love to Connect with You! 
Connect Cards are available as you arrive at our Sunday services. Feel free to complete 
one using the pencils provided in holders attached to the side of chairs in the worship centre 
and pop it into the offering bowl.  

Use a card to share comments, request prayer, join a group, pastoral care or get in touch 
with our team. 

 

mailto:churchenquiries@paravista.org.au


 

 

 

 

September 

September 20th    Community Food Collection 

   KAPS 4pm 

September 24th     THR Prayer Ministry Facilitator Training 

October 

October 11th     Final day for Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes to be returned 

October 13th     Nanga Mai Letter Writing 1-2.30 & 7-8.30 in the church cafe 

Weekly Connection 

* Mondays: Meet ‘n’ Eat (6:15pm-7.30pm) & Prayer Meeting (7:30pm-9:00pm)  (excluding public holidays)  

* Thursdays: Social Club (1:00pm-3.15pm) 

* Fridays: Craft Group (9:30am-11:00am) 

 

KAPS is on- This Sunday! 

Have you ever wondered what kind of things happen at the SPIN 
and JC Life camps? Would you like to experience a ‘taste’? If so, 
come along to KAPS for some fun and (camp) games! Join us this 
Sunday, 20th September, from 4pm to 6:30pm for games, worship 
and a meal. We would love to catch up with you. Think about who 
you might like to invite. See you Sunday! 

 

September Community Food Collection  

The September's Community Collection is to support the work of Para Vista 
Primary School. Each week they provide food hampers for families who 
currently are struggling and need love and support. Our donations enable the 
school to provide an extra hamper to these families to ensure they have enough 
food to feed their families during the school holidays. 

The collection will be on Sunday September 20th. This will give school time to 
pack the hampers before the school holidays begin. 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

The congregation is again participating in Operation 
Christmas Child. This offers us the opportunity to share the 
joy of Christmas through the gift of a shoe box containing 
gifts for children overseas who normally would not receive 
anything at Christmas. The children are also offered the 
opportunity to participate in a series of lessons introducing 

them to the good news of the gospel.  

Boxes must be returned no later October 11th.Boxes can be left in the church office or on one of the high 
tables in the cafe area. They will be collected and stored securely until transported to the collection depot. 
Don't forget to include $12.50 to help cover transport costs and materials for the discipleship course. 

Enjoy filling your gift box! 

 

 
 



Nanga Mai Card Writing to Women in Prison 

You are invited to come along and write a card on Tuesday 13th October  

There will be two sessions: 1:00-2.30pm and 7:00-8.30pm in the Church café.  

These cards are a great encouragement to these ladies. 

Please contact Sue Schenscher - pastoralcare@paravista.org.au or 0422 799 668 if 
you would like to attend or for further information. 
 

Missed a Sunday? Listen to our weekly podcasts at www.paravista.org.au   

 

Café Time    

Tea and coffee are available after Sunday services, and everyone is warmly invited to stay, 
enjoy a drink and fellowship together. 

Booking Board for 2026  

Planning an event or ministry? Our Booking Board is open, and we invite you to contact the church office 
on 8263 5087 or email churchenquiries@paravista.org.au to reserve the complex.  Early bookings are 
appreciated to help secure your preferred dates.  

Child Safety -  Standard 1.6    

Our culture, leadership, and governance are child safe.  Our congregation has no 
tolerance for child abuse in any form. 
The Child Safety Standards booklet, which describes the standards and their 
elements, is available to download at www.lca.org.au/css. 

 
Photography & Video Permission   

We kindly ask all members and visitors to please ask permission before taking photos at 
church events or sharing them on social media. This helps respect the privacy of children 
and adults and ensures everyone feels safe, respected, and comfortable in our church 
community. Thank you for supporting a Child Safe and welcoming environment     

 

Safe Church 

In observing Christ’s command to love one another, we are to treat each 

other with respect and dignity. In honouring people, we are also fulfilling 

our responsibility under the law of the land. The LCA and Good Shepherd 

Para Vista is committed to ensure the church is a safe place. If anyone 

feels they have been subjected to sexual abuse or harassment in any 

form by anyone who holds a position of trust in the church, please 

contact: 

P: 1800 644 628 E: report.abuse@safeplace.lca.org.au 
 

Regular Electronic Giving (REG): BSB 704 942 Acc. 100 354 939 
 

Church Office Hours: Tues-Thurs 9am-3pm 

Fri 9am-1pm 

(closed 12:30pm-1:30pm for lunch). 

Church Website: www.paravista.org.au  

Email: churchenquiries@paravista.org.au 

388 Montague Rd Para Vista 5093 

PO Box 306 Modbury North SA 5092 

    Phone: 8263 5087 

 

mailto:pastoralcare@paravista.org.au
http://www.paravista.org.au/
mailto:churchenquiries@paravista.org.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lca.org.au%2Fcss&data=05%7C02%7Cpastoralcare%40paravista.org.au%7Cdd56b8a3e53443a26f3108df07088560%7Cdeb813eac6434afba3dbb6dc666d6986%7C0%7C0%7C639237405817427842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LGPygyFG3mklKvMpr%2FYsAvlhwI0yhQoPW0f0npirXLM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:report.abuse@safeplace.lca.org.au
http://www.paravista.org.au/
mailto:churchenquiries@paravista.org.au

